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PRO V. XI. 24. 


There is that ſcattereth, and yet in- 
creaſeth ; and there is that with= 
holdeth more than is meet, but it 

tendeth to poverty. 


＋ N FE Book we have a copious and 

fine Collection of divine Proverbs, 

in ſhort and ſignificant Sentences, 
to direct our Conduct, with reſpect 
to the various Relations and Cir= 
cumſtances of the civil and religious Life: 

And that they are a Part of the Holy Scrip= 
tures, which were written aforetime for our 
learning (a), appears, not only from their 
moral Nature, and being conſtantly reckoned 
to the Canon of the OJ Teftament, but like- 
wiſe from the Uſe that is made of them in 
the New. The Author to the Hebrews gives 
As. us 
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(a) Rom. uv. 4. 
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us a Quotation, according to the LXX, from 
Prov. in. 11, 12. and calls it, The exbortation, 


. which ſpeaketh unto us, as unto children, ſay- 
ing, My jon, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of 


the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
him: for whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, 
and ſcourgeth every ſon, whom he receiveth (b). 
There. is likewiſe a plain Reference: to Chap. 
xxv. 21, 22. when the Apoſtle ſays, I thine 


enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirſt, give him 


drink : for in ſo doing thou ſhalt heap coals of 


fire on his head (c) ; and to Chap. x. 12, when 


another Apoſtle ſays, Charity ſhall cover a 
multitude of fins (d). | 

It would be eaſy to ſhew that the Senſe of 
many of Solomon's Proverbs, and particularly 
of thoſe, that relate to Benevolence, and Cha- 
rity to the Poor, are introduced, by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, into the New 


Teftament ; and ſo are bound upon our Con- 


fciences as Chriſtians, not only by the Nature 
and Reaſon of Things; but likewiſe by the 
authoritative Injunctions of our bleſſed Saviour 
and his immediate Miſſionaries, as well as of 

an inſpired Writer of the Old Teſtament. 
Theſe ſententious Sayings are moſtly de- 
livered, as Aphoriſms, or general Maxims, 
without any orderly Connection. But we 
have ſometimes a Cluſter of them together, 
| "or 
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(5) Heb. xii. 5, 6, (e) Rom. xii. 20, (4) 1 Fet iv. 8. 
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of much the ſame Import and Tendency, to 
caſt the better Light on one another, and the 
more deeply to impreſs them upon the Mind ; 
as in our Text, and the two following Verſes, 
which all concur in recommending, and en- 
| forcing the great Duty of Liberality. There 
is that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth ; and there 
is that withboldeth more than is meet, but it 
tendeth to poverty. The liberal foul ſhall be 
made fat; and he that watereth ſhall be water- 
ed alſo himſelf. He that withboldeth corn, the 
people ſhall curſe him; but bleſſing ſhall be upon 
the head of him that ſelleth it, (ver. 24, 25, 20.) 
Some of this wiſe Man's pithy Sentences 
are plain and obvious to every Underſtanding 
at firſt ſight ; but others of them are more ob- 
ſcure, and require a cloſer Attention of Mind, 
to get into their true Meaning. Of this fort 
we may reckon the Words of our Text in 
both it's Branches; one of which is brought 
in by way of Antithefs to the other. They 
carry an Air of improbable and ſurpriſing Pa- 
radoxes to the Covetous and Worldly-minded, 
who naturally imagine that ſcattering tends to 
Poverty, and withholding to Increaſe : But, 
if we weigh Things in the Ballance of the 
Sanctuary, we ſhall find, that theſe two 
| Maxims of Solomon's are pious, wile, and 
right ;- and that the Sentiments, which lie 
in Oppoſition to them, are all carnal, in- 
judicious, and wrong. And if we take them 
(as I think we may) to be alluſive to the 
| Management 
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Management of a Huſbandman in ſowing his 
Seed, the Senſe will ſtand as eaſy, as the 
Thought will appear to be beautiful and juſt : 
For every one knows, that the more plenti- 
fully the Huſbandman ſcatters abroad his Seed, 
in proper Proportions, he is ſo far from 
loſing the Corn, which he has ſown, that, 
by the ordinary Bleſſing of Providence, he 
reaps the better Crop in it's Seaſon ; and that 
he, who, through a niggardly Temper, will 
not allow a ſufficient Quantity of Seed for 
ſowing his Ground, will certainly have but a 
ſcanty Harveſt. As this is evidently true in 
the literal Senſe, relating to the natural-World ; 
ſo we may conſider it as holding good in the 
figurative Senſe, relating to the moral World: 


And viewing it in this Light, the two next 


Verſes may be taken as a Comment upon it, 
and it will be found to be of much the 


fame Import with 2 Cor. ix. 6. where the 


Apoſtle ſays, He who ſoweth fharingly ſhall 
reap alſo ſparingly ; and he who foweth bounti- 
fully ſhall reap alſo bountifully. 

In further diſcourſing on the Words pro- 
poſed for the Subject of our preſent Medita- 
tions, I would, by divine Aſſiſtance, conſider, 


I. The Deſcription they give of Perſons 
of very oppoſite Characters: There 7s 
that ſeattereth; and there is that with- 


boldeth more than is meet, 


II. What 


171 
II. What is affirmed of cham reſpe@ively, 
One ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth ; the 


other withhboldeth more than is meet, but 
it tendeth to poverty. 


III. Account for the Truth of both theſe 

Propoſitions, or ſnew how it comes to 
paſs, that he who ſcatters increaſes, and 
that withbolding more than is meet tends 
to poverty. We * begin with con- 
ſidering, 


I. The Deſcription our Text gives of Per- | 


ſons of very -oppoſite Characters: There is 
that ſeattereth » and there is that n 
more than is meet. 

The Word here rendered 1 is the 
ſame that is uſed and tranſlated diſperſe, in 
P/al. cxii. 4. where it is faid of the good 1 
He bath diſperſed, he hath given to the poor: 
And be that ſeatters i is the 1 
ſtiled in the Verſe after our Text. He is one, 
who, with a free and generous Spirit, ſtudies 
and labours to ſpread the moſt uſeful and ex- 
tenſive Influence by all manner of Means, 
which he is capable of, all-around him, that 
he may be a common Blefling to the Church, 


and the World, to all Perſons and Commu- 
nities, in every Place where he comes; and 
one, who is ready to diſtribute of his temporal 


| Subſtance for promoting — and civil 
1 Liberties 
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beral ſoul, as 1 is 
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181 
Liberties and Intereſts, for doing good to the 
Souls and Bodies of Men, and particularly, 
for relieving the Neceſſitous and Diſtreſſed, 
that he may deliver the poor that cry, and the 
 fatherleſs, and him that hath none to help him; 
that the bleſſing of him that is ready to periſh 
may come upon him; and that he may cauſe the 
widow's heart to fing for joy (e). In a Word, 
he is one, that draws out his Soul to the Hun- 
gry, and is given to hoſpitality, as it is finely 
and ſtrongly expreſſed, J. lviii. 10. and 

Rom. X11. 13. mn 
And when we conſider ourſelves, as happily 
placed, by a kind and gracious Providence, in 
a Land of Light under the Gofpel-Diſpenſa- 
tion, and as called by Chriſt's Name, we muſt 
ſurely bring into the lovely Character of him 
that ſcatters, the Man, who lays by him in 
fore, as God has proſpered him (Y, that he 
may have ſomething to give on all proper Oc- 

caſions, for promoting the Cauſe and King- 
dom of our Lord Jeſus; for ſupporting and 
encouraging his Servants, while my live ; for 
comforting their deſtitute and afflicted Fa- 
milies, when they die; and for relieving 
Chriſt's Poor, who are his Members, and 
whom he ſpeaks of with all Tenderneſs, as if 
they where Parts of his natural Body: And 
ſo he that ſcatters, As he has opportunity, _ 
. e g⁰⁰ 
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Job XXIx. 12, 13. (/) 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
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od unto all men; eſpecially unto them, who are 
of the houſhold of faith ($). 
And how doth the Beauty of the Cha- 
racter brighten, when, like the good Man, 
who ſ/hews favour and lends, we guide our af- 
fairs with diſcretion (b); and all this is done 
with a truely Chriſtian Spirit, and with the 
utmoſt Generoſity, that is conſiſtent with 
Prudence in a due Confideration of our own 
Circumſtances, and of the Calls of Providence, 
and with the ſtricteſt Honeſty in paying our 
juſt Debts to our Families and others! We 
muſt not give Robbery for a Burnt-Offering ; 
nor think to atone for Injuſtice by a Charity, 
which is not our own to give: But when, 
by the Favour of an indulgent Providence, 
our Hands are at Liberty, our Hearts ſhould 
be ſo likewiſe, that we may give ſomething 
-out of 'our Super fluities to other's Conve- 
niencies; out of our Conveniencies to other's 
Neceflities ; and out of what may be called 
our Neceſ/aries to other's Extremities. 
We ſhould manage our religious and cha- 
ritable Diſtributions, not wich Contrivance 
how to ſhift off our Obligations and Op- 
portunities for them; but with devi/ing, how 
in the beſt Man to improve them; not 
with a grudging, but with a free and chearful 


Heart: Not with a vain-glorious 7 to 
| B be 


- (8) Gal. vi. 10. (% Pfal. exii. 5. 
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be ſeen, and applauded of Men, or to tickle 
our own Pride; but with a fincere View to 
the Glory of God, and being approved i in his 
Sight : Not from a mercenary Spirit of Self- 
Love; but from a noble diſintereſted Principle 
of Love to Him, of whom are all Things, 
and to our Chriſtian Brethren and fellow Crea- 
tures for his ſake: Not to make a Merit of it 
with God; but in Obedience to his Com- 

mands, and under a deep Senſe, that when EC 
have done all, we are unprofitable ſervants (1), 
who muſt look for free Acceptance through · a 


Redeemer : And not with a ſelf-ſufficient 


Temper of Mind; but with an humble De- 
pendance on divine Grace, to enable us to do 
it in ſuch a religious Manner, as ſhall be well- 
pleaſing to God through Jeſus Chriſt. And 
ſo whatſcever we do in word or deed, we ſhould 
do all in the name of the Lord Yoſus; 3 giving 
thanks to Ged and the Father by him (k), for 
making us capable of ſuch Services and will- 
ing to engage in them. 

On the contrary, he that vithbolds, heeps 
back, or ſpares more than is meer, or right, 
as the Words fignify, is the covetous Man, 
whoſe narrow ſelfiſh Spirit will not ſuffer bim 

cheartully to pay his perſonal, or his publick 
Debts; much leſs to practiſe Beneficence at 
an Expence, that cannot be demanded by hu- 

man 
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( Luke xvii. 10. (4) Col, üi. 17. 


[43 1 
man Laws. He loves his Money, more than 
Honeſty, and Alms-Deeds ; more than his 
Duty to God, and doing Good to Men; and 
had rather keep what he has, than commu- 
nicate for any of the valuable and neceſſary 
Purpoſes, that have been mentioned ; yea, had 
rather heap up Treaſures on Earth, than lay 
up one in Heaven: He either will take no 
Care or Pains for ſerving his Generation, or 
the Intereſt of Chriſt and Religion, according 
to the Will of God; or, will go into no 
Schemes for ſuch Services, that will touch his 
Pocket : He will either part with nothing for 
the moſt worthy and important Uſes, in which 
he has not a Per/onal Intereſt ; or, if by one 
Means or other he is conſtrained to lend his 
Aſſiſtance, it is either with ſuch Reluctance, 
as gives him Pain, inſtead of Pleaſure, in do- 
ing it, or, with ſo ſtrait a Hand, as ww:7hbolds 
more than is meet; more than becomes him, 
conſidering the Circumſtances that God has 


given him; more than 7zs fit to be withheld 


trom the moving Objects, that offer to his re- 
ligious and compaſſionate Regards; and more 
than the Word of God, and his own Conſcience, 
were it faithful, would allow him to withbold. 
No Arguments derived from Humanity or 
Chriſtianity ; from the Tenderneſſes of Hu- 
man Nature, or the Fear of God; from the 
Authority of divine Commands; from the 
Love and Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


or from the Promiſes, relating to this Life, 
; Do: | or 
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[ 22 ] 
or that which | is to come; can work his Heart 
up to bear his proper Proportion in generous 
and-beneficent Acts. He will rather rack his 
Brains for a thouſand Excuſes to quiet Con- 
ſcience, and ſecure his Reputation in cri- 
minal Hoardings, than give himſelf any 
Trouble to get a juſt View of the Defor- 
mity of his Temper, and to obtain a glori- 
ous Victory over it; and will rather con- 
trive to increaſe his on Stock at the Ex- 
pence of others, and that, perhaps, by ſome 
fraudulent and oppreſſie Meafures, than take 
any Thing from it, to honour the Lord with 
his ſubſtance, and deal his bread to the 
Hungry. But it is Time to go on to 
conſider, | 


II. What is affirmed of theſe Perſons re- 
ſpectively : One ſcatters and yet increaſes, or 
more is added to him; and the other with- 
holds more than is meet, or right, but it tends 
70 poverty, or to his own Want. Inſtead of 
growing richer, he is in the Way of being 
really the poorer for it. 

We might conſider this Increaſe and Want, 
with reſpect to our beft Intereſts, that relate to 
the enriching of the Soul in Goodneſs, Grace 
and Holineſs, Pleaſure and Hope, that ſpring 
up to eternal Life. Diſtributing in the Man- 
ner, and for the Purpoſes, that have been de- 
ſcribed, enlarges the Heart, and makes it 
open, free and generous, with growing Pro- 

"one 


[12] 

penſions. to every good Work : It improves 
us in Reſemblances of our heavenly Father, 
who 18 good and doth good; is rich in mercy, 
and of great kindneſs (1) ; and makes his ſun 
zo riſe on the evil and on the good; and mow 
rain on the juſt, and on the unjuſt (m): 
carrys us into a lovely Imitation of our 
great Lord and Maſter, who fed Multi- 
tudes, that were ready to faint, with a be- 
neficent, as well as miraculous Hand, and 
went about doing good (n) :+ It is one Way, that 
he himſelf has preſcribed, for laying up trea- 
ſure in heaven, where neither moth nor ruſt 
corrupt; and where thieves do not break 
through nor ſteal (o): And it gives the nobleſt 
Satisfaction to our own Minds, under a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of contributing to the Happineſs of 
others, and of uſing and improving the good 
1 hings of this Life, for the excellent and im- 
portant Purpoſes, for which the great God 
has intruſted them with us, as Stewards to 
manage for him. Hence we are told, that 
the good man 1s ſatisfied from himſelf ; and the 
merciful man doth good to bis own ſoul (p). 
In this, as well as in every other. Inſtance of 
Duty, it is true, that in keeping of God's 
Commandments there is great reward (q). 
A Man then feels himſelf to be right, $0 


ng RSS 


(/) Pfal. exix. 68. (i] Matth. v. 45. (2) Act. x. 38. 
(0) Matth. vi. 20. (5 Prov, xiv. 14, and xi. 17. (g) Pl. xix. 11. 
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[14] 
has an inexpreſſible Pleaſure in what he is 
doing, and in after Reflections upon it ; and 
an Increaſe of this Kind is certainly the beſt of 
all others. But he, that wwithbolds more than 
7s meet, is an entire Stranger to all this. He 
is poor-ſpirited ; has a contracted Soul; is 
deſtitute of thoſe amiable Graces, by which 
our God and Saviour are moſt conſpicuouſly 
imitated and glorified ; his heaped-up Trea- 
ſures will be a Witneſs againſt him at the laſt 
Day ; and he knows nothing of the moſt re- 
fined, manly and divine Pleaſure, that can be 
felt, in the Uſe of Creature-Enjoyments; and 
ſo is the worſt of Looſers. 

But as our Text ſeems moſt Jirefly to 

ſpeak of an Increaſe in that, which is ſcat- 


| tered, and of a Want of that, which is with- 


held. We may, more agreeable to it's im- 
mediate Deſign, confider this Matter, with 
reſpect to our worldly Subſtance, as that is 
not leſſened, in any valuable Conſideration 
of it; but is improved to an Increaſe by Di- 
ſtributions on all proper Occaſions, for doing 


Good; and as withholding' it, more than is 
meet, tends to Poverty, or Want. 


You know the Obſervation, that the Royal 
Pſalmiſt made, toward the Cloſe of his Life, 
concerning the merciful Man, who was emi- 
nent for Acts of this ſort of Righteouſneſs, 
J have been young, ſays he, and now am 
old; yet have I net ſeen the ri ghteous for- 


alen, nor his ſeed begging bread, He is 


eVer 


[ x5 ] 
ever merciful, and lends; and his ſeed 3s 
bleſſed (r). God returned the Liberality of 
ſuch good Men into their own, or their 
Children's Boſoms ; and, notwithſtanding all 
that had been diſperſed to others, there was 


no Want to them, or theirs, that feared 


him. Fob was a memorable Example of 
Beneficence and Compaſſion to the Poor and 
Needy, the Widow and the Fatherleſs, as 
appears from the Account, which that upright 
Man gives of himſelf, ſaying, when the ear 
heard me, then it bleſſed me; and when the 
eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs to me: becauſe 
I delivered the poor that cried, and the fa- 
therleſs, and him that had none to helþ him. 
| The bleſſing of him, that was ready to periſh, 
came upon me; and I cauſed the widow's 
heart to ſing for joy. I put on righteouſ- 
neſs, and it clothed me: my judgment was 
as a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to the 
blind, and feet was I to the lame. I was 
a father to the poor, &c. (s). At another 
Time, in what a ſolemn Appeal doth he 
fay! VI have withheld the poor from their 
defire, or have cauſed the eyes of the widow 
to fail; or have eaten my morſel my ſelf 
alone, and the fatherleſs has not eaten there- 
5 &c. Then let mine arm fall from my 
ſhoulder-blade, and mine arm be broken from 

the 
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(7) Pal, xxxvii. 25 16. 0 Job xxix. 11—16, 


[ 16 ] 
the bone (t). And though, for the Trial of 


j ll his Faith and Patience, he was, for a Time, 
|! throughly ſtript of his worldly Poſſeſſions; 
| yet, behold he end of the Lord, who is very 


pitiful and of tender mercy (u); he in due 
| Seaſon reſtored him double of all that he 
11818 had enjoyed before. The Lord bleſſed the 
"TH latter end of Job more than his beginning; 
11 for be had fourteen thouſand ſheep, and ſix 
mi  Zhouſand camels, and a thouſand yoke of . oxen, 
$I and a thouſand ſhe-afſes (x). If you com- 
1 pare this with the * that is given 
of his former Stock, Chap. i. 3. You will 
find that the Amount is juſt as much more. 
And how many are the Inſtances of tem- 
l poral Proſperity, that we our ſelves may have 
obſerved in the Families and Poſterity of 
ſincerely religious and benevolent Perſons, 
| who have been wri/e and ready for every 
good Work of Piety and Charity, according 
| to their Abilities! They have either had ſuch 
if a viſible Increaſe of their outward Eſtates, as 
has exceeded all their former Hopes and De- 
fires; and, like the Widow's handful of Meal, 
and her little Oil in a Cruſe, with. which ſhe 
1 ſuſtained the Prophet Elijah in his Extremity, 
1 has neither Failed nor maſs (y) Or elſe they 
have had ſuch a ſecret Increaſe of the inward 
2 Contentment 
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„ () Job xxxi. 16—22. (4) Jam. v. 11, (x) Job 
bf) xlii. 12. (3) 1 Kings xvii, 9-16. 1 | 
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Contentment of their own Minds, as has 
brought down their Deſires to their Cir- 
cumſtances, and given them a ſweet Re- 
Tiſh of ſuch Conveniencies and Comforts of 
Life, as they enjoyed; and this has made 
them richer in themſelves, even with re- 
| ſpect to the good Things of this World, 
than if they had ever ſo great an Abun- 
dance, with Cravings. that ſtretched beyond 

it. I am much perſwaded, that few, if 
any, Inſtances can be found to the con- 
trary ; unleſs their Liberality has run into 
heedleſs, random Profuſions, without duly 
conſidering the State of their own Affairs, 
or of the Objects of their Bounty: Or un- 
leſs there has been ſome other 'criminal Ex- 
ceſs in their Way of living; or ſome re- 
markable Defe& in their Oeconomy, or in 
their upright and religious Character; or 
ſome corrupt Principle, that has governed 
and tainted their charitable Contributions. 

But, on the other Hand, many who, 
through a covetous Temper, withhold more 
than is meet, do not enjoy what they poſ- 
ſeſs: They have no Heart to uſe it, but 
grudge themſelves and their Families the 
agreeable Accommodations, if not the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life; and ſo are really poor in 
the midſt of their greateſt Affluence. Ac- 
cording to a juſt Eſtimation of Things, 


they are no richer by all their Silver and 
C Sold, 
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Gold, than if it till lay in the Ore of the 
Indian Mines: And 'tis very often | ſeen, 
that what they ſcrape together with a great 
deal of Anxiety, Care and Pains, and with- 
out the Pleaſure of making any good Uſe 
of it, is ſoon laviſhed away by the Ex- 
travagance of their Heirs; and Poverty is 
wrote. upon their Names in their Poſterity. 
Such Miſers, methinks, ſhould be ſenſibly 
touched with the humbling Reflection of the 
Royal Preacher, when he ſaid, I hated all 
my labour, which I had taken under the 


ſun; becauſe I ſhould leave it unto the Man 


that ſhall be after me. And who knows whe- 
ther: he ſhall be a wiſe man, or a fool? yet 
ſhall he have rule over all my labour, where- 


in T have laboured, and wherein J have 


ſhewed my ſelf wiſe under the ſun. This is 
alſo vanity (z). And if they themſelves be 


reduced to Want, as they ſometimes are, 


they have Jo their gods, and what have they 
more (a)? as Micah ſaid in another Caſe. 
They, of all others, leaſt know how to bear 
it; and they, of all others, are leaſt pitied or 
aſſiſted under it; which leads us to the next 
Thing propoſed, and that is to, 


\ 


HI. A- 


(=) Eccleſ. ii. 18, 19. (a) Judg. xyul. 24. 


We 
III. Account for the Truth of both theſe 


Propoſitions, or ſhew how it comes to paſs, 
that he «vho ſcatters increaſes ; and that with- 
holding more than is meet tends to poverty. 

It can be no wonder that every virtuous, 
ſpiritual and holy Diſpoſition of the Soul In- 
creaſes by frequent and proper Exerciſe ; 
and loſes it's Force and Vigour, and Unapt- 
neſs for Action by Diſuſe and Neglect: For 
this is common to all Principles and Habits 
of the moral, or religious and ſupernatural 
Kind; is confirmed by daily Obſervation and 
Experience; and ariſes partly from the Na- 
ture of Things, and partly from the ſtated 
Courſe of divine Diſpenſations and Influ- 
ences in the World of Nature and of Grace. 
Hence, what our bleſſed Lord ſays, holds 
true in theſe, as well as in other Caſes. 
Whoſoever hath, (i. e.) makes a good Uſe of 
what he has, to him ſhall be given, and be 
ſhall have more abundance ; but whoſoever hath 
not, or behaves as if he had not, from him 
ſhall be taken away, even that be hath (b). 

But their may be more Dithculty in con- 
ceiving whence it is, that the moſt generous 
Creatures ſhould increaſe in their worldly Ad- 


vantages, by Means of their Generoſity; and 
: C2 © 
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15) Matth. xi. 12. 
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that the moſt ſtrait- handed ſhould ſuffer Loſs, 
in their 7emporal Concerns, by their Cove- 
touſneſs. And yet, as this is often true in 
Fact, ſo it may, in part at leaſt, be ac- 
eounted for, from the Bleſſing of God upon 
one, and þis Blaſt upon the other; and from 
the Friendſhip of Men toward one, and their 
Diſaffection to the other. 

1. The Bleſing of God is upon them, that 
ſcatter; and his Blaſt upon them, that with- 
hold more than is meet. 

If we believe a Providence, we muſt own 
the at God intereſts himſelf in the Affairs of 
this Life, to the enlarging of ſome, and 
leſſening of others, as his infinite Wiſdom 
ſees beſt. Even a heathen Prince was brought, 
by God's awful Dealings with him, to ſuch a 
Conviction, that The moſt High rules in the 
kingdom of men, and gives it to whomſoever 
be «will, as to be conſtrained to acknowledge, 


that be doth according to his will in the army 


of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth; and none can fray his hand, or ſay 
unto him, what doeji 5 (c)? And this is 
the current Doctrine of inſpired Writers, 
with reſpect to all Ranks and Degrees of 
Men. The Lord makes poor, and makes 
rich; he brings 155 and ti * up; be raiſes 


up 


Das. iv. 32, 35» 
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up the poor out of the duſt, and lifts up the 
beggar from the dunghill, to ſet them among 
princes, and to make them inherit the throne 
f ghry (d). For promotion comes neither 
From the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor from 
the ſouth. But God is judge: he puts down 
one, and ſets up another (e). He pours con- 
tempt upon princes ; — Yet ſets be the poor 
on high from affiiftion, and makes him fami- 
lies hike a flock (. And Agur's wile and 
excellent Prayer, Give me neither poverty 
nor riches; feed me with food convenient for 
me (g), goes on a Suppolition, that all Af- 
fairs of Life are under the Diſpoſal of divine 
Providence. Though the diligent Hand is the 
ordinary Means, yet the Bleſſing of the Lord 
is the ſupreme Cauſe of making rich, and 
he adds no ſorrow with it, as may be ſeen 
by comparing Prov. x. 4. with verſe 22. 
What he gives with a Bleſſing is without 
| Guilt, and anxious Care in getting and keep- 
ing it; and without Sorrow to imbitter the 
Enjoyment of it; and unleſs he is pleaſed to 
ſucceed our Undertakings, all will come to 
nothing. Hence it is ſaid, Except the Lord 
build the houſe, they labour in vain that 
build it; except the Lord keep the city, the 

* watchman 


* 


» 


.) 1 Sam. ii. 7,8. () Plal. Ia. 6. 7. ) Phal. 
evil. 40, 41. (g) Prov. xxx. 8. ; 


—— g — RD, 0 


2 
8 — — N n r 
— — — EDX 
3 RF — — . nana age — 
- : 
* . J 
3 M8 


L 22 1 | | 
watchman wakes but in vain: It is vain for 
vou to riſe up early, or to fit up late, to eat 
the bread of ſorrows (/): For fo (i. e.) by his 
-building the Houſe, keeping the City, and 
bleſſing a Man's Labour, he gives his beloved 
Sleep, that he may lie down on his Bed, 
and take his Reſt with an eaſy, calm and 
quiet Mind. 

The like Pa of Providence, in or- 
dering our temporal Affairs, runs through the 


"New Teftament. Our bleſſed Saviour led his 


Diſciples into it, when he taught them to 
pray to their heavenly Father, to give them 
their daily bread ; and cautioned them againſt 
ſollicitous, di iAruftful, and diſquieting care 
about food and raiment ; becauſe he, who 
feeds the fowls of the air, and cheriſhes and 
adorns the lillies of the field, knows what his 
Children need, and ill add all fuch things 
to them, that ' ſeek firſt the kingdom of God, 
and his righteouſneſs : : And Chriſt aſſured them 
in the ſame Diſcourſe, that all their own La- 
bour and Anxiety would be ineffectual for a 
Supply, without the Bleſſing of God; as you 
may ſee by conſulting Matth. vi. 11, 25-34. 
He at other Times told them, that the very 
hairs of their head where all numbered (i); and 


that not a ſparrow 75 forgotten before God; 
| nor 


(b) Pſal. cxxvii. 1, 2. (:) Matth. x. 29, 30. 


[23] 
nor falls on the ground without their heavens 
ly Father (T). And if the moſt minute Af 
fairs are under his Direction and Governs 
ment, we may be very ſure, that the prin- 
cipal Turns and Circumſtances of Life can- 
not but be ſo. Hence, when the Apoſtle 
exhorted the Corinthians to lay by in flore 
for charitable Uſes, he ordered that the Pro- 
portion ſhould be, as God had proſpered every 
one of them in their ſecular Concerns. And, 
in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, which I take 
to have been wrote by the ſame Apoſtle, he 
draws an Argument, to fortify Chriſtians 

againſt Covetouſneſs, from God's providen- 
11 Care of them, faying, Let your conver- 
ſation be without covetouſneſs ; 3 and be content 
with ſuch things as ye have: for he has ſaid, 

T will never leave thee, nor forſake thee (I). 
And who can doubt, but that the God f 

the ſpirits of all feſh, and whoſe kingdom 
rules over all, can, by innumerable Ways 
and Means, eaſily prevent or bring Lofles ; 
and give or withhold an Increaſe of the 
Bleſſings of this Life, as ſeems good in his 
Sight? How often do we read of God's 
iving one and another Grace or Favour in 
the Eyes of Perſons, that were of Importance 
to them! And, what a remarkable Domi- 
„ mon 


man tenant 


(4) Luk. xii. 6, 7. (2) Heb. xiii. 5. 


4 

| 

A 

* 

*k 

0 

1 

; 

U 

a 
. 
J 

1 

4 

i1 7 
1 

j 
"aq 


CM * — — — —— * p £*v nat 
n TI ICIS r ata ie 3 * 


— — 
Rn ———— 
— ——— — 


— 


— a 
- - — - V—_— — — — — * 
3 —— 8 — — — — es — — — Gd 


- * 1 * 
r 


* + wh Hed ans x | 3 — 
pe * 
1 r K IMO 3 TN. 
. r 5 1 * 0 . 
3 P rr 
r I "EE — —— — — I * — — 
3 ä — 5 — — 


— as Mor es. 


— — — 
Vo v — 


—— 
——— — 


— 4 "_ 


. 


1 — ——ÿů—— > 
4 


Pr „ 2 _— * Cw” A 22 hs * A8 2 _ % * 
a by AI; CO bt 16,7 8 r 7 4 e n 4.3% FS. % 
DET S-7 don an 1 * - 4 l 6 0 5 W 
* 5 : - { 5 I : * 
Ar þ N P 2 | f : d; IIS o 
9 2 5 : 3 N 4 
, # 2 
8 i 
7 . _ - 
I 0 
L : 2 
— 
* q 
» 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 


nion did he maintain over the Spirits of 
Jfrael's neighbouring Enemies, in reſtrain- 
ing them from deſiring, or attempting to 
invade - their Land, when all their Males 
ſhould leave it defenceleſs, by going up to 


Feruſalem to appear before the Lord, at 


their ſolemn Feſtivals, thrice in the Year ! 
Exod. xxxiv. 23, 24. And in the common 
Concerns of Life, the God of Nature, who 
filled Bezaleel, and his Companions, with 
Knowledge and Underſtanding for all Man- 
ner of Workmanſhip, and teaches the Huſ- 
bandman Diſcretion for plowing and ſow-_ 
ing, and threſhing out his Corn ; (Accounts 
of which you may read at your Leiſure in 


Exod. xxxi. 3—6, and xxxv. 30—35, and 


Iſa. xxviii. 24— 29). This God gives Wiſ- 
dom to ſome, more than others, for manag- 
ing the various Bufineſſes of very Station to 
Advantage; and directs ſome, rather than 
others, into ſafe and profitable Branches of 
Trade and Commerce, and commands a 
Bleſſing upon them. He, who has \ all 
Hearts in his Hands, ſecretly inclines ſome, 
for Reaſons which they themſelves, per- 
haps, can give no Account of, to be good 
Cuſtomers to one, rather than another; and 


- to pay their juſt Debts, and that in proper 


Time and Seaſon, to one, rather than ano- 
ther. He raiſes up Friends and Inſtruments 
of Good to one, in their Lives and at their 


5 Deaths, 


| [ 25] 

Deaths, rather than' another ; preſerves one 
from unfaithful and perfidious, or from 
waſteful and heedleſs Servants; from Knaves 
and Thieves, from Enemies and Storms 
by Sea or Land; and from devouring 
Flames; whilſt others ſuffer ſeverely by 
one or another, yea, it may be by many, 
if not all of theſe Means. And he gives 
a vigorous and active State of Health, fit 
for buſtling through the World, and pro- 
ſecuting Buſineſs to Advantage; or ſends 
infeebling, lingering and expenſive Sick- 
neſſes to ſorne, rather than others. 

By - what an eaſy Caſt of Providence, 
in theſe and Abundance of other Ways, 
viſible and invifible, can the great Gover- 
nor of the World cure, or ruin a Man's 
Affairs; and then retrieve them, or render 
them irrecoverable, either gradually and in- 
ſenſibly, or on a ſudden, all at once. If 
therefore any of us are full, and all that 
we had is multiplied, well may it be ſaid 
to us, as it was to 1/rael, beware that thou 
forget not the Lord thy God, and ſay in 
thine heart, my power and the might of my 
hand has gotten me this wealth. But thou 

ſhalt remember the Lord thy God: for be it 


ts, that gives thee power to get wealth (m). 
D ” Now, 


th 
8 


(n) Deut. viii. 11—1 8. 
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Now, in whoſe Favour may we humbly 


expect that the ind Diſtinctions of God's 


Providence, in the ordinary Courſe of 
them, will turn, but on behalf of thoſe, 
to whom he, who is faithful and true, 


has moſt explicitely, directly and particu- 


larly promiſed them? And who are they, 
but ſuch as are ready on all proper Oc- 
caſions to diſtribute, with a liberal Hand, 


for his Glory, and for the Relief of the 


Neceſſitous, in Love to him, and in Obe- 


dience to his Commandments? How full 


and numerous are his gracious Promiſes 
of temporal, as well as ſpiritual Proſperity, 
that glitter in the ſacred Pages to Perſons 
of this Character! Your own Recollection 
will readily furniſh you with many of 
them. Some have been already mentioned, 
and it may ſuffice to point out only a few 
more, by way of Specimen, ſuch as theſe. 


Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and 


with the firſt fruits of all thine increaſe ; 

o ſhall thy barns be filled with plenty; and 
th pr s ſhall burſt out with new wine (n). 
He, that has pity on the poor, lends to the 
Lord; and that which he has given him, 
will be pay him again: He that gives to 


the poor fhall not lack (o). Caſt thy bread 


upon 


* 


(=) Prov. iii. 9, 10. (0) Chap. xix. 17, and xxviii. 27. 


\ 


. 

upon the waters : for thou ſhall find it 45. 
ter many days (p). The liberal deviſes li- 
beral things; and by liberal things he ſhall 
ſtand (g). Give, and it ſhall be given unto 
you ; good meaſure, preſſed down, and ſhaken 
together, and running over, ſhall men give 
into your boſom : for with the ſame meaſure, 
that ye mete withal, it ſhall be meaſured to 
you again (r). And, as has been obſerved, 
He which ſows bountifully ſhall reap alſo 
bountifully (s). You may likewiſe conſult 
at your Leiſure Deut. xv. 10. P/al. xli. 1, 
2, 3. and T/a. lviii. 6—11. — 
But are there any Promiſes of this Na- 
ture to them, that withhold more than is 
meet? No, on the contrary, he which ſows 
| ſharingly, as is ſaid in Oppoſition to him 
that ſows bountifully, all reap alſo ſpar- 
zngly (t). Whatever God may do in his 
Sovereign Diſpenſations, as Lord and Go- 
vernor of this World, for Ends beſt known 
to himſelf, the covetous, the hard- hearted, 
and the ſelfiſh have no Covenant-Claim 
to the good Things, even of the preſent 
Life; and to have them out of a Cove- 
_ nant- Way, is to have them rather as a 
Curſe, than a Bleſſing; and fo they may 

— TS be 


— 


— 


(2) Eccleſ. xi. 1. (] Iſa. xxxii. 8. (r) Luke 
vi. 38. C) 2 Cor. ix. 6. (e) Ibid, . 


„„ 
be more injurious, than advantageons, and, 
upon the whole, much vorſe, than not 
to have had them at all. Hence, we are 
told, that he «who loves ſilver ſhall not be 
ſatisfied with fikver ; nor he who loves riches 
with increaſe ; that riches are kept for the 
owners thereof to their hurt (u); and that 
they who, through a greedy Temper, will 
be rich at any Rate, fall into temptation, 
and a ſnare, and many fooliſh and hurt- 
ful lufts, which drown men in perdition : 
fer the love of money is the root of all 
evil (x). Nay, God has threatned to de- 
prive ſuch of their Riches themſelves : For 
wealth gotten by vanity ſhall be diminiſhed*: 
he that ofpreſſes the poor to increaſe his 
riches ſhall ſurely come to want: And 
he that haſtneth to be rich has an evil eye; 
and conſiders not, that poverty ſball come * 
on him (Y). 

; What! Do all theſe Paſſages in the 
if of | Word of God ſtand for nothing? Are 
194; they not a Ground of Faith and Hope 
1 to him, that ſcatters on one Hand; and 
of fearful Expectation to him, that with- 
holds more than is meet on the other ? 
Verihy there is a God, who judges in the 

Earth 
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(a) Eceleſ. v. 10, 13. (x) 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. ( Prov. 
Kili. 11, and Xxil. 16, and Xxviil. 22. | 


— 


os e 
Earth (z): And as it is ſaid, with reſpect 
to his Threatnings, as well as Promiſes, 
that he abides faithful, and cannot deny 
himſelf (a): So we may aſſuredly con- 
clude, that there ſhall be, one Way or 
other, a Performance of both, in the Courſe 
of his providential Proceedings; though we 
may not always ſee how, and in what par- 
ticular Circumſtances, it is ſo.— But, for 
a little further clearing of this Point, I am 
to add that, . 1 
2. The Friendſhip of Men is toward them, 
that ſcatter ; and their Diſaſfection to thoſe, 
that withhold more than is meet. 
There is indeed a very criminal Senſe, 
in which, as Solomon tells us, the rich hath 
many friends, as well as the poor 1s hated, 
even of his own netwhbour (b). But the 
Friendſhip there condemned is either mere- 
ly mercenary, or but an empty flattering 
Compliment, on Account of the R:ches, ra- 
ther than of the Perſons of the Rich; and 
not the Friendfhip, that is gained by their 
prudent, ſeaſonable and generous Diſtri- 
butions for the Good of others: For as 
it is a Man's Wiſdom and Duty to make 
to himſelf friends of the mammon of un- 
righteouſneſs 


() Pſal. Iviii. 11. (a) 2 Tim. ii. 13. (5) Prov. 
xiv. 20. | ; 
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| 1 
righteouſneſs (c): So his diffuſive Liberality 
ſhould, and naturally will, ingratiate him 
into the Eſteem of his Fellow-Creatures. 
Every one, that, has but the leaſt Spark 
of an ingenuous Temper in him, will be 
a Friend to the good, beneficent and pub- 
lick-ſpirited Man, who is a Bleſſing to 
all around him : He lives with Honour, 
and dies lamented : Yea, it is for ſuch a 
good Man, that the Apoſtle ſays, ſome 
would even dare to die (d). Multitudes re- 
Joice in his Proſperity; and are willing to 
contribute towards it, as Opportunities 
offer: Their Reſþe to him, makes them 
chuſe to do him every good Turn, they 
are capable of; and to take his Part in 
all the Affairs of Life: And, if Provi- 
dence ſuffers him to be involved in Dif- 
ficulties, without any apparent Fault of 
his own, they will have a touching Con- 
cern for him, and be ready to do what 


in them lies to counſel and aſſiſt him. 


He will have many, in the worſt of Cir- 
cumſtances, to ſhew themſelves friendly to 
him. — 
But, the mere Muckworm, who lives 
only to himſelf, who ſhuts up the Bowels 


of his Compaſſion, and has no Heart to 
do 


* 7 ww 4 — 
n r 


(e) Luk. xvi. 9. (4) Rom. v. 7. 
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do Good with his Abundance, will be 
deſpiſed by all that know him. He lives 
with Diſreputation, and dies unmourned ; 
he makes to himſelf ſecret, if not open 
Enemies; and becomes the Object of ge- 
nerous Scorn : Many are cool and indif- 
ferent toward him, and do not care 
whether he ſinks or ſwims; he is the laſt 
Perſon in the World, that they would 
ſerve out of Choice: Nay, they are even 
tempted to neglect the common Duties 
of Benevolence, that are owing to all Man- 
kind, in their Regards to him. And if, 
by any Turn of Providence, he is re- 
duced in his temporal Eſtate, he finds 
little Pity in the Hearts of others, who 
could never find any in his own; and 
few will be ſollicitous for his Help, who, 
while he was able, would never lend a 
helping Hand to eaſe the Neceſſities and 
Miſeries of others. So that, upon the 
whole, whether we take the Matter with 
a Reference to God, or Man, He ſhall 
have judgment without mercy, that has 


ſhewed no mercy (e). 


4PPL I. 


(e) James ii. 13. 
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| APPLICATION. 
| Having thus gone through both Branches 
1 of our Text, and ſomewhat accounted for 


the Truths they ſet before us, what Re- 
mains, but to be influenced and regulated 
in our own Practice by them? Let us' 
therefore, without Fear of impoveriſhing 
our ſelves, be ready to ſcatter liberally for 
promoting every good Work, and parti- 
cularly that of relieving the poor Widows, 
and Orphans of Proteſtant-Diſſenting Mi- 
niſters, which we are now called to: And 
let us take heed of withholding more than 
is meet on ſuch a moving Occaſion, left 
it ſhould one way or other tend to, and 

iſſue in our own Want. 
Several of my Reverend Brethren, that 
have gone before me in this Service, have 
proceeded, with good Advantage, upon 
many excellent Topicks, to lead you on 
to this important Charity; and I have 
been endeavouring, according to my poor 
Meaſure, to remove ſome principal Ob- 
fruftions to it, which Unbelief too often 
| throws in the Way, not only of the car- 
(i! nal and covetous ; but even of many ſerious 
1 and religious Minds. My Deſign herein is 
not, that they ſhould engage in this noble 


Act of Beneficence with ſelfiſh Views to- 
1 * ward 
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ward worldly Intereſts: God forbid ; this 
would be to debaſe and defile the Offer= 
ing : But what I chiefly aim at is, that; 
in an humble Dependence on God's Pro- 


miſes and Providence for his Care of us, 


while we are going on in the Way o 
Duty, all our other Chriſtian Principles 
may be ſet at Liberty to exert them- 
ſelves, under divine Influence, in the ut= 
moſt Generoſity, and to the worthieſt 
Ends, with all poflible Freedom and De- 
light. And, I cannot but think, that 
we have now before us an exceeding fit 
and proper Opportunity, to try what 
Manner of Spirit we are of. | 
Were we to look into the Families 
of many deceaſed Miniſters of the Goſ⸗ 
pel, we ſhould find ſuch deplorable Cir- 
cumſtances of Want and Diſtreſs among 
their Widows and Orphans, as, duly con- 
fidered, muſt melt the hardeſt Heart. 
They are not only the Poor, which God 
in his Providence has ordered to be al- 
_ ways with us (Y, to exerciſe our Charity; 
but they are poor Widows and Fatherleſs 
Children, who, as ſuch, are often recom- 
mended in Scripture to our tendereſt Care 


and Kindneſs, and are ordinarily more 
| compaſ- 


3 : 3 BAR 83 ————— — 
V Match. xxvi. 11. 


L 34 ] 
compaſſionable Objects, and ſtand more 
in need of Help, than others in the low 
Ranks of Mankind: And they are the 
neceſſitous Relicts and Offspring of the 
Servants of Chriſt, who, by their Office, 
{ſtood nearly related to him; and of fome 
among them, that not only devoted their 
Time and Strength, Labours and Lives 
to the Glory of God, the Intereſt of the 
dear Redeemer, and the Salvation of im- 
mortal Souls; but were emznently great 
and good in the Diſcharge of their ſacred 
Function, and in the whole of their re- 
ligious and moral Characters; yea, of ſome 
that, in all Appearance, broke their Conſti- 
tutions and ſhortned their Days, by Means 
of their cloſe Application to Study and 
Preaching, with other minifterial Labours; 
while, at the fame Time, they wanted 
proper Animal-Refreſhments under their 
waſting Fatigues. 1 5 
They chearfully ſhut themſelves out 
from all the Advantages of Trade, or ſe- 
cular Callings, by which they probably 
might have had as good Opportunities of 
providing comfortably for their Families, 
by the Bleſſing of God on their Abilities 
and Diligence, as ſeveral others, that now 
make a good Figure in the World. Many 
of them were trained up in Literature for 
the Service öf the Sanctuary, at the Ex- 
| x pence 


| [1355] 
| pence of their Parents, and married Gentle. 
women of no deſpicable Portions, which, 
together with what they had of their 
own, were abundantly ſufficient to have 
ſet them up in Buſineſs, with Reputation 
and promiſing Proſpects; and yet, through 
the Straitneſs of their Incomes as Mini- 
ſters, and the Multitude of their Chil- 
dren, fome of them have been rendered 
incapable of preſerving what God had 
given them; and, having ſpent their All 


in the Service of Chriſt and Souls, left 


their Widows and Deſcendants to live up- 
on Alms. And though others might be 
introduced to the Miniſtry at the private, 
or publick Charge of Chriſtian Friends, or 
had but ſlender Fortunes with their Wives ; 
yet when God had fitted them for, and 
brought them into that honourable Office, 
ſome by one Means, and others by ano- 
ther, their Attention to their Lord's Work, 
and the Credit of Religion put their Fa- 
milies, as well as themſelves, penerally 
ſpeaking, out of the ordinary Courſe of 
labouring with their Hands to get a Sub- 
ſiſtance, which other Perſons of low Life 
are, by their Stations and Education, na- 

turally led into. 1 = > 
How much therefore muſt their poor 
Widows be ſuppoſed to be uſually at a 
Loſs to provide a tolerable Maintenance 
E 2 by 
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by their own Induſtry, who are aunfhilled 


in, and unuſed to, the common Methods 
of doing it! And how much harder muſt 
the Trial of reduced Circumſtances be to 
them, than to others, that never knew 
what a beiter Way of living means! And 
as to their helpleſs Sons and Daughters, 
how can they have any reaſonable Proſ- 
pets of being reſcued from all the Snares 
and Terrors of Poverty, as they grow up; 
unleſs they have better Aſſiſtances, than 
their own deſtitute Mothers can give 
them? And ſome of them are not only 
Fatherleſs, but Motherleſs too. 

How touching muſt it be to ſee theſe 
dear ſurviving Parts of them, that were ſo 
near to the Lord, and ſo uſeful in their 
Day, ſink under all the Infamy and Di- 
ſtreſs, that Indigence and Contempt can 
pour upon them! And what generous Soul 
muſt not be tenderly moved in a Reflec- 
tion, that they are ſubjected to all theſe 
Calamities, by Means of their pious Huſ- 
bands and Fathers chuſing, at all Adven- 
tures, to ſerve God, according to the Light 
of their own Conſciences, in a Way and 
Station, wherein they could expect neither 
the Riches, nor the Honours of this 
World ; but juſt the contrary ! 


Ji 


=: 

If therefore we have any ſympathizing 
Emotions of Human-Nature ; any Chri- 
ſtian-Compaſſion ; any Value for the Goſ- 

pel, or for the Rights of Conſcience and re- 
ligious Liberty; any Regard to the Me- 
mory of thoſe, that have ſtood up, and ſuf- 
fered for them; any Concern to encourage 
others to do the like; any Love to our 
great and glorious Lord, for whoſe Sake 
the Widows and Orphans, now recom- 
mended to our Piety and Charity, have 
been reduced to miſerable Circumſtances, 
that need, and cry aloud for our Help; 
how can we ſhut up the Bowels of our 
Mercy and Pity againſt them, or only 
wiſh their Welfare, without contributing 
towards it, according to the Ability God 
has given us? 5 

Some publick- ſpirited Gentlemen, moved 
with a generous Concern, have ſet on 
Foot a Subſcription for their Relief, who 
have very little, if any Supplies at all, 
from other Funds; and God has inclined 
the Hearts of many honourable Perſons, 
of both Sexes, to come with exemplary 
Generoſity into the laudable Scheme. But, 
after all that they have done, and, I 
doubt not, are come hither with willing 
Hearts, and with a bountiful Hand to do, 
they need ſtill further Aſſiſtances to carry 
it on with more extenſive and abiding 

Advantage; 


[ 38 ] 
Advantage; and therefore earneſtly intreat 
the Concurrence of others, either by Sub- 
ſcription, or preſent Contribution, or any 
other Donation, living or dying: They 
defite this, not that they themſelves may 
be eaſed, and others burthened (g); but that 
there may be ſomething of an Equality in 
the Expence, and Honour of this noble 
Work. | T 
And what reaſonable Ground can there 
be for Reluctance, or Backwardneſs in any 
of us to ſcatter plentifully on ſuch a ſpeak- 
ing Occaſion ; fince this is one Way of in- 
creaſing our own Store, with a Blefling 
upon it? Or what Temptation can we 
have to withhold more than is meet; 
fince this is one of the Ways that tend to 
Poverty? Where can we find a fitter Set 
of Objects for our merciful Benevolence, 
than theſe, that now preſent to our No- 
tice? Or in what Caſes can we make cha- 
ritable Exhibitions, with greater Security of 
their being faithfully applied, to anſwer 
our good Deſigns in them? We may be 
as thoroughly ſatisfied about this, as we 
can be in any Thing of a like Nature: 
For the Diſpoſal of this Charity is put in- 
to the Hands of ſuch worthy 


—_ 


(g) 2 Cor. viii. 13. 
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of Figure and Character, as the whole + 
Society of Subſcribers themſelves chuſe, at 
their annual Meetings: And it is but a 
Piece of Juſtice to ſay, that, as far as ever 
I could obſerve, or learn, they who, from 
Time to Time, have hitherto given them- 
felves the Trouble of managing it, have 
made their Diſtributions. with great Impat- 
tiality, Care and Diſcretion, according to 
the beſt Accounts they could get of Per- 
ſon's Wants, without any Reſpe& to dif- 
ferent Parties, or Denominations of Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters. They hereby have cauſed 
the Hearts of many Miniſters Widows and 
Children to rejoice, and bleſs God, and 
pour out their Prayers for them, and for 
thoſe, that have enabled them ſo ſeaſonably 
to ſupply their Neceſſities. | 

Let us therefore now, upon Principles 
of Faith and Love, and with ſincere Aims 
'at the Glory of God, and the Good of 
our Fellow-Creatures and Fellow-Chriſtians, 
exert our ſelves, according to our reſpective 
Abilities, with a generous Emulation to ex- 
ceed one another in this momentous Service, 
that we may practically and affectionatel 
provoke unto love, and to good works (). 


And when, at the breaking up of this Aſ- 
ſembly, 
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[49] 
ſembly, we come 5 the Plates, let us give 
not gr — or of neceſſity, remembering 
that God loves a chearful giver (i); and let 
s ſay in our Hearts, with grateful and ador- 

ing Wonder, as David did, on Occaſion of 
the rich Preſents that were made for the 
2 le, Who are ue, O Lord, that ue 
be able to offer fo wi ingly after this 


ire ? for all things come of ee 3 and Ly 
thine own z have We given thee 00. 
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i) 2 Cor. ix. 7. (4) 1 Chron. xxix. 14. 
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